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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I 

1. 



Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000818 



3. 



°" franslations from.the original language into the following language 
which IS the language ofa translation furnished for the purposes ofi b 6 -sc. 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
Q international prelhninaiy examination (under Rules 55 J2 and/or 55.3) 
^^JSdft !a °f the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 

fx] the international application as originally filed/fiimished 
I I the description: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



I I the claims: 



I I the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/fumished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
f~l Th« amendments have resulted m the cancellation of: 
I I the desmption, pages 
[ I the claims, Nos. 
I I the drawings, sheets/figs 
I I the sequence listing (5/7ec§5;): 
I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

^ 1^5/^??.^ ?f if (so^^ *e amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing [specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked ''superseded. " 



Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Box No. I) (Januaiy 2004) 



t 



mXERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Intematioiial application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000818 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-8 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 1-8 


YES 




Clain:is 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 1-8 


YES 




Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70,7) 

NOVELTY and INVENTIVE STEP 



A. The documents constituting the closest prior art are: 

(i) DE 2630267 A 

(ii) US 6123390 A 

B. The subject matter of claim 1 differs from these prior art docxmxents in that the seat includes a barrier 
zone dividing the seat into front and rear portions and deforming of the rear portion inhibits the 
movement of fee buttocks towards the front portion. 

C. The distinguishing features of the invention will improve the posture and minimise the risk of back pain 
and improve respiratory efBciency, 

D. Therefore the application satisfies the criteria set forth in PCI Article 33(2-3), concerning novelty and 
inventive step of the independent claim 1. 

E. The criteria concerning novelty and inventive step of claims 2-8 are satisfied because these claims are 
dependent on claim 1 . 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The invention defined in claims 1-8 satisfies the criterion set forth in PCT Article 33(4). 
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